Reading through Romans:

Comprehending and Living the Gospel in a Fallen World

Welcome to our study of Romans! I pray that your mind and heart will be transformed in the next several weeks as you tackle this significant book.

What’s in here?

Use this guide to assist your reading. You will find introductory material that gives you some idea of the ideas “in the air” at the time Paul wrote, what we might call the “idea context.” These are best read before and while reading Romans. You will also find explanatory notes that help you understand a specific passage. It is best to read these after you have already read the passage and formed your own opinion on what it means. Don’t let me do your thinking for you! You will also find “big picture” summaries of large sections of Romans. Read these both before and after reading the section you are studying. This will help you keep track of where you are in the midst of Paul’s argument; and you will also start learning to recognize Paul’s flow of thought on your own. Finally, I will occasionally suggest ways in which these Scriptures are relevant for us today. In the end our goal is greater obedience to this gracious Gospel. 

May God bless your study!

Craig

Romans Study Week One

Suggestions for study

First, begin this study by reading through Romans rapidly in a day or two. As you do, if you have questions, note them briefly below. Also note anything that impresses you: key words, repeated themes or whatever is noteworthy.

Overview observations and questions:

Romans Study Week One

Secondly, after reading Romans, read over my summaries on pages 4-7 following. Then summarize the four major sections of Romans below

Romans 1-4

Main topic: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________

Main Points or Theological teaching

Romans 5-8

Main topic: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________

Main Points or Theological teaching

Romans 9-11

Main topic: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________

Main Points or Theological teaching

Romans 12-15

Main topic: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________

Main Points or Theological teaching

Romans 1-4 Summary Arc

Righteousness from God


 1:1-7  8-15     16      17    18-23 24-32 2:1-5   6-16  17-29 3:1-2      3        4      5-8    9-20  21-31 4:1-8  9-12  13-25 5:1-11

1:1-7


Introduction, summary of the gospel, and greeting 

1:8-15

Paul’s obligation to preach to all people and therefore his longing to come to Rome

1:16



Because he is not ashamed of the gospel,  











**Theme verses (16-17)

1:17




Because the gospel is the power of God to bring righteousness to all who believe






Implied question: Why is salvation by faith? Answer: because all have abandoned true worship

1:18-23
That is: because humanity has refused to worship and thank God, which results in idolatry

1:24-32

Therefore God has delivered humanity over to 





{Judgment on Gentiles}



24-27


1. a corrupt body (exchange of marriage for homosexuality)



28-32


2. a corrupt mind

2:1-5



Therefore the “good person” is also condemned, because he does the same thing

2:6-16


Because God will give each person his due: sin with or without law brings judgment

2:17-29

That is, having the Law or circumcision does not make you right with God (Jews have no advantage at the Judgment)

3:1-2



Rather the advantage of the Jews is that they have been given God’s promise (of salvation)!







(Then two false conclusions refuted concerning God’s justice)

3:3-8



But still God rightly judges Jews even though:



4




1. He has ultimately promised to save Israel and



5-8



2. Our sin makes his goodness clear

3:9-20


*Therefore the one with law is not justified by law, but becomes conscious of sin and held accountable to God.
3:21-31

*But now there is a righteousness from God through faith in Jesus {that precludes boasting and upholds law. theme Ro 9}

4:1-8




Because even Abraham was justified by faith

4:9-12 



Therefore justification is for the circumcised and the uncircumcised who believe.

4:13-25
That is, Abraham’s life establishes the principle that righteousness is credited to all who believe in the one who raised Jesus.

5:1-11 *Therefore, because we are justified by faith, we have peace with God and rejoice in our hope in God!
Romans 5-8 Summary Arc

Righteousness in Christ and Life by the Spirit


 5:1-11 12-17 18-19   20    20-21 6:1-2  3-14     15    16-23 7:1-5     6       7a    7b-12 13-25  8:1-2     3        4      5-9   10-11    12      13   14-1  18-27  28-30   31    32-39

5:1-11

Therefore, because we are justified by faith, we have peace with God and rejoice in our hope in God.
5:12-17
Therefore Adam and Christ may be compared in that

(1) all humanity affected by his actions

(2) both effects resulted from sin

(3) both instituted a ruling power

5:18-19

Therefore both had universal influence

5:20a


And law merely intensified sin to prepare for the reign of grace

5:20b-21
But where sin increased, grace increased all the more

6:1-2



Therefore shall we sin to increase grace? No!

6:3-14


Because we have been united with Christ in death and resurrection, therefore we live a new life.

6:15

Or, shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? No!

6:16-23


(1) Because slavery to sin will kill us, and slavery to obedience leads to eternal life.

7:1-5




(2) and because we have died to law (which aroused sin and produces death)

7:6




and (now) we serve in the new way of the Spirit versus old way of the letter.

7:7a

Therefore the law is good,









{Paul now describes the role of law.}
7:7b-12

but sin is known through law and comes to life to produce death through law.

7:13-25


Therefore does the good (law) produce death? No. Sin produces death using the law.




The battle between good and evil within us demonstrates the evil of sin and goodness of law.





Man without Spirit is in tension between being drawn to good but bound to evil. Resolved in redemption.

8:1-2



*Therefore there is no sentence of judgment in Christ

8:3






because God judged sin in Christ
8:4







in order that the law be fulfilled in those who walk in the Spirit

8:5-9





Because only those who walk in the Spirit can please God

8:10-11



and the Roman Christians are in the Spirit, that is, spiritually alive

8:12






Therefore we owe nothing to the flesh, 

8:13







because indulging flesh leads to death; killing flesh leads to life

8:14-17






That is by following the Spirit we demonstrate our Sonship and are heirs, which involves suffering

8:18-27







That is, we are now in a time of suffering with the hope of redemption,

8:28-30







But we know God works all for good because our glorification is certain.

8:31










Therefore we know God is for us!

8:32-39









That is, no accusation is effective against us, and nothing separates us form Christ’s love.

Romans 9-10

Israel and God’s Promises

9:1-5   6-7     7-9   10-13    14    15-18    19      20    21-26 27-29 30-33 10:1-3     4       5       6-10  11-13 14-15    16     17     18-20    21

9:1-5

Paul is deeply grieved by Israel’s unbelief






Implied Question: Does Israel’s unbelief mean that God’s Word and promise have failed?

9:6-7


No. 
Because not all physical Israel is true Israel.

9:7-9






That is, Abraham’s true descendents are those who believe the promises.

9:10-13



And because God is sovereign in election in order to preserve grace.

9:14



Question: Does this mean God is unrighteous? No.

9:15-18


Because God is primarily merciful, but may righteously harden sinful people.

9:19



Question: Then how can God blame us?

9:20




Answer: Who are you to answer back to God?

9:21-26


and God lets objects of wrath live so objects of his mercy can know the riches of his glory.

9:27-29



Because, (then Paul proves from Old Testament that God’s sovereignty is needed to save even a remnant in Israel.)

9:30-33




Therefore, Gentiles receive righteousness by faith, but Israel stumbles because they pursue it as if by works.

10:1-3


That is, Israel in ignorance tried to establish their own righteousness, rather than submitting to God’s (which they must).

10:4




*Because Christ is the consummation of Law, resulting in righteousness for all believers.

10:5





That is, Moses said the righteousness of law is something one “lives by,”

10:6-10



but, Moses also wrote of righteousness by faith,

10:11-13


and that righteousness is for Jew or Greek.

10:14-15, 17 
Faith comes through the means of hearing the gospel

10:16




But hearing did not result in faith for Israel

10:18-20



Because Israel heard God’s plan

10:21





but Israel was disobedient and resistant. (Moral responsibility) But see margin of 11:25-36 for better summary.

Romans 11

God has Mercy on all to his Glory!

    1     2-6       7      8-10  11-12  13-15   16    17-18 19-22  23-24  25-27 28-29   30       31     32a     32b     33       34      35      36

11:1

But God has not rejected (all) Israel, 

11:2-6

because God has preserved a remnant of Israel by grace.

11:7



Therefore the elect of Israel obtained salvation, but hardened of Israel did not,

11:8-10


because God hardened them.

11:11-12


Therefore Israel’s sin resulted in salvation for the gentiles.

11:13-15



Therefore Israel’s acceptance will mean the resurrection of the dead,

11:16






because Israel is the source of Biblical faith.

11:17-18





Therefore Gentiles are dependent on Israel and should not boast over unsaved Israel,

11:19-22






because Gentiles only stand by faith and so fear God!

11:23-24






And God is able to graft Israel in again.

11:25-27







That is, Israel has been hardened, but all Israel will be saved.

11:28-29








That is, God has an irrevocable call on Israel.

11:30











Specifically, just as Israel’s disobedience resulted in mercy for gentiles,

11:31












so ultimately this disobedience and mercy was for the purpose of mercy to Israel,

11:32a












**because God has bound all people to disobedience,



b














in order that he might have mercy on them all.
11:33















Therefore God’s wisdom and ways are beyond us!

11:34
















That is, no one can advise God,

11:35
















and no one has God in his debt,

11:36

















because God is the center of all things, to his glory!
Romans 1-2 The role of Law and Conscience in forcing us to see our need for salvation
Introduction: Romans forces us to grapple with the deeply moral nature of humanity, and the intricate connection between morality and openness to God. The primary goal in this study is to understand our role in bringing people toward Christ. An important secondary reflection is to understand in what way God will not “win” by force in accomplishing his desire to save humanity. You may want to work through page 9 below first; then review these notes to help you review anything you may have missed.
Background Romans 1:14-17

Paul regards himself as morally obligated to share the gospel! This is an amazing attitude! Could it be that his sense of moral obligation stems from the fact that he sees no other way they can be saved? Our study of Romans will uncover Paul’s assumptions here.
Paul is “not ashamed,” why? Because he knows the gospel will provide righteous for all who believe. This means he is confident in the power of the gospel to save; this is not about embarrassment with respect to talking about Jesus
Romans 1:18-32 Paul’s argument concerning Gentile revelation

1. God is revealed in nature Romans 1:18-20

2. But people have universally suppressed that revelation! So here is the problem with natural revelation: we resist it. Natural revelation refers to things we can learn about God apart from the special revelation given to us in the Scriptures.
To see how this works, picture an ancient Viking: “Hum... there is a god --ya ya! Hmm: I want Ole’s wife - maybe God is adulterer!” And this is what the Greeks did. Gods were “super heroes” who had the same ethical problems as people!

Then God “hands them over” to evil. Why? Two possible paths:
· To cause consequences of evil to awaken conscience

· To create arch types of evil that cause people to choose good (As with Pharaoh in Romans 9)

For reflection: how do we see people handed over to evil today? Can you think of people, like Pharaoh, who have become icons of evil? 

Romans 1 Summary Sheet
All Gentiles Sin

I. Outline the structural transitions of Romans 1; that is, each line should summarize the thought and indicate the logical connection to the following line.
14

15

16

17

18-23

24-27

28-32

II. Explain Paul’s perspective on why he preached the gospel. (See Romans 1:14-17)

III. Explain the significance of Paul’s focus on idolatry and homosexuality as archetypal sins.

IV. How does Romans 1 inform our approach to sharing the gospel?

Romans Study Week Two
Our last project for our overview will be to give you some background material to read and absorb. Read pages 11-14 below and note on this page facts and concepts that are important or clarifying for you.

Notes on backgrounds for Romans

Introduction to Romans: Background of Paul’s World of Ideas

Greco-Roman thought

In popularized Platonism the World is divided into material and spiritual. The material world is transitory and the realm of evil; the Spiritual world was static world of unchanging perfection. Human nature was seen as a mix of good and evil, with some destined for salvation through gnosis (the “spirituals”), some doomed as “hylics” (earthly) and some are in the middle. Later Gnosticism sought to reinterpret Christian faith in terms of irredeemable material realm and spiritual realm to which one sought to flee. Paul and the other New Testament authors repudiate this view! 

Stoic thought sought ethical life through renunciation of dependence of anything beyond one’s control. Utter emotional detachment enables one to stay free of evil one is tempted to do. Sometimes Paul sounds stoic, but he is radically opposed to the stoic notion of detachment from any concern for fellow human beings.

Jewish milieu

Rabbinic Judaism emphasized covenant between God and Israel and the accompanying Law. To fulfill the Law was to fulfill “God’s will” in all of life. Rabbis were concerned to interpret and follow the Old Testament. Paul shared this Rabbinical concern.

The Prophetic view of history emphasized God’s control of history, shaping events by his will. The later apocalyptic writers advanced this idea to say that the world is so evil only God’s radical intervention could save it, and therefore God will bring judgment and then establish a new heaven and new earth. Paul also clearly anticipated such a judgment and rebuilding to occur with Christ’s return.

For apocalyptic Judaism, history is the basic category. God has a plan for his people worked out in history.  This essential eschatological perspective is part of the “gift of the Jews,” a unique, dynamic view of humanity, versus a static view. Gnostics look to escape material world.  Therefore salvation is not in God’s activity but in learning true reality.  Apocalyptic thinking looks to God for final transformation of reality (future focus).

Paul’s view of history and Christ’s coming

Paul was influenced by all of the above Jewish milieu, but especially the apocalyptic: God is Lord of creation and will bring all history to the end which he envisioned for it. Specifically:

1. Paul taught the “Already not yet” nature of God’s rule in Christ.

Christ has come and first fruits of his kingdom are present:

· Confident hope of eternal life and completed salvation;

· Physical healing, yet still death;
· Emotional healing, yet still sadness and pain;
· Therefore the church lives in the “times between the times.” The beginning of Christ’s rule has begun. It will not be complete until he comes again.
2. The present is an important time of decision with respect to Christ.  Each will give account at the final judgment.
3.  Paul traces the history of how God has dealt with sinful humanity. This is not in conflict with the logical development of doctrine, but explains the importance of Romans 9-11 to Paul, and also explains his drive to preach in Western Europe!
4. Adam and Christ epitomize a new direction for humanity: Adam through sin led humanity toward death and Christ through righteousness leads humanity toward life (5:12-19).

5. Paul teaches that God chose people in Abraham, worked through Israel to prepare salvation, and finally gathers his “treasured possession” in the church.

Paul’s Thought World

Paul’s Self-Awareness
Paul writes out of a consciousness of apostolic authority and all his letters reflect this. He is not necessarily conscious of writing “Scripture,” but the early church soon identified his writings with Scripture (2 Peter 3:16). Therefore, he interprets the OT with freedom that he regards to be as binding as Scripture.  

Paul’s Sources: Revelation versus tradition

Paul’s gospel came by revelation from Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:12).  Paul’s gospel and identity as an apostle came by this revelation on the Damascus road. Paul also acknowledges debt to Christians who preceded him for some teachings. For example in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 Paul refers to teaching which was “handed down” ( by Paul to the Corinthians.  This word was used by Rabbis to describe transmission of authoritative tradition. The historical accounts of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection were handed down to Paul.

Resolution of tension between revelation and tradition: Jesus was revealed to Paul:  Law could no longer be center of revelation, because (for example) the law proclaimed that anyone hung on a tree was cursed.  So the Messiah was cursed!  Paul concludes that law is no longer a condition for membership in God’s people.  

Early Christian Traditions

At times Paul may be quoting hymns or creeds.  1 Corinthians 15:3-6 has a creedal feel.  Philippians 2 may be an early hymn, as also Colossians 1. But caution is in order: Paul is a brilliant and creative theologian in his own right. He could have written or adapted these for his own purposes. It is best to avoid speculation about alleged insertions.  Treat the text as we have it!

Jesus’ Earthly Teaching
Paul seldom refers directly to Jesus’ teaching, but Paul’s teaching show evidence of influence from Jesus. Addressing eschatology compare the Olivet discourse (Mark 13) to 1 Thessalonians 4-5 and2 Thessalonians 2. Or read the ethical kingdom teaching of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and observe how this is reflected in Romans 12. Therefore Paul’s essential theology is compatible with Jesus’ teaching, although expressed very differently.

Old Testament

Paul quotes it more than 90 times, as well as frequent allusions.  Paul’s thought world is deeply influenced by the Old Testament. This is one reason understanding Paul is so important. Paul is wrestling with and making sense out of the connection between the Old and New Testament Covenants. Paul interprets the Old Testament through the lens of Jesus fulfillment of “the Law and the Prophets.”

The Greek World
Paul knew the Greek world well. He was raised in Tarsus or Jerusalem. Jerusalem is most likely, see Acts 22:3. Paul used some of these Hellenistic concepts and language for explaining Christian teaching, but Greek thought (like mystery religions) were not a source for Paul’s thoughts.  The differences with Christianity are profound. We can say that Hellenism influenced Paul’s illustrations but his essential theological teaching was Christian development of Old Testament teaching.

Judaism

Paul learned the Old Testament through the Judaism of his day. So, for example, some of his ethical teaching may have passed from the Old Testament through Jewish formats to his teaching.
 But Paul’s Jewish theology was transformed by his conversion and worked out along Christological lines.

Authorship: There is no doubt that Paul wrote this letter, probably from Corinth.

Paul’s Letters

Why so many letters in the New Testament? The rapid growth and widespread nature of the early Christian movement required a means of communicating at a distance. It was a way of speaking personally when absent, a way to pastor the flock at a distance. New Testament letters are typical Greco-Roman letters. There are broad similarities of a general nature. The New Testament authors used and adapted these conventions.
Use of Amanuenses

New Testament authors did use such scribes to write letters as they dictated; for example, Tertius assisted Paul as noted in Romans 16:22. Typically, the writer would add a final greeting in his own hand. (See 2 Thessalonians 3:17, 6:11.) This explains some of the stylistic differences in letters from the same person, such as Paul so different in his main letters and the in Pastorals, or the stark stylistic differences between 1 Peter and 2 Peter.

Audience

The church in Rome likely began through Jewish Christians who converted without any ministry from apostles. AD 48-49 Claudius expelled all Jews from Rome because of fighting over Chrestus (Seutonius) but really about Christus. In other words this is about the conflict among the Jews about whether Jesus is the Christ. This expulsion resulted in a time when the Gentile church grew, without Jewish influence on the church. Such Jewish Christians such as Priscilla and Aquila would have left Rome for a time. This expulsion seems to have accelerated the Gentile influence on the church. So part of Paul’s purpose is to discuss the distinctive aspects of his gospel, which is his view of the law. 

By the time Romans is written, there are both Jews and Gentiles in the church. The evidence:
Statements to Jews:

1. He greets and addresses Jewish Christians (ch 16)

2. He directly addresses “the Jew” in Ch 2.

3. He associates readers with the Mosaic Law (6:14, 7:1, 7:4.)

4. He calls Abraham our forefather according to the flesh (4:1)

5. He spends much time on Jewish issues: Jewish sin, failure of the Law, God’s choice of Jews, Abraham.

Statements to Gentiles

1. Roman Christians are among the gentiles to whom Paul is called (1:5-6, 15:14-21)

2. Paul’s argument about the place of the Jews in God’s plan is addressed to “you Gentiles” (11:13

3. Paul’s plea to “accept one another” is directed especially to Gentile Christians (15:7-9)

So Paul is addressing primarily Gentile Christians with some Jewish Christians.

He is doing this to explain the faith to Gentile Christians so they understand their faith and the relationship of their faith to the Old Testament and Judaism. Paul also desires to help reconcile Gentile and Jewish Christians. Paul especially desires a unified Roman church to assist his westward mission.
Purpose of letter

Is Paul’s purpose primarily theological or situational? Paul addresses problems in Rome and Paul’s situation and does not treat some typically Pauline doctrine in detail. For example Romans has little Christology, eschatology or ecclesiology (teaching on church); in addition there is not much on Lord’s Supper or Baptism. So this letter seems to be somewhat situational.
In Romans 1-11 Paul argues historically: he traces the history of how God has dealt with sinful humanity. Paul does this to Paul writes to explain his distinct perspective on the Gospel, to reconcile Jewish and Gentile and to enlist the Roman Christian’s assistance in bringing his mission to Western Europe. 
Notice that Roman 1-8 is foundation for conclusions of 9-15;

Romans 9-11 show how Jew and Gentile fit together;

Romans 12-13 are a general call for loving, reconciled relationship;

Romans 14 & 15 discuss problem of the "weak.” (Weak here refers to Jewish believers.)

Romans 16 show that Paul knew about 26 people in Rome; chapters 14- 15 are written to them.
So Paul has several purposes in Romans:

Because of Paul’s missionary situation, namely battles in Corinth and Galatia with Judaizers, the coming crisis in Jerusalem, where Paul will need to explain these same Jew / Gentile issues, the need to secure a missionary base for the work in Spain, and the need to unify the divided Christian community in Rome, these all play into why Paul wrote the letter.
In light of these circumstances, Paul writes to explain his understanding of the gospel, particularly as it relates to the salvation – historical question of Jew and Gentile, law and gospel, continuity and discontinuity between the Old and New Covenant.

� Paul Achtemeier, Romans, 4ff


� Achtemeier 12-13.


� Carlson, Moo, Morris, Introduction to the New Testament, 219-223.


� See Brian Rosner, Paul, Scripture and Ethics, for a study of this issue.


� Carson, Moo, Morris, 231-234.


� Douglas Moo, Wycliffe Exegetical Commentary, 10-12.





Craig A. Krueger

Page 2
9/9/2011

